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bolder brigands escaped by bribery and intrigues,
the lesser fry, " petty pickers and pilferers," paid for
their own misdeeds and for those of the stouter
thieves. The King himself was loath to deal hardly
with men in whose houses he could throw aside
restraint and ceremonial and find the most costly
instruments of luxurious and too often vicious indul-
gence eagerly offered by hosts who were proud to
be the submissive ministers of his pleasures.

Yet if the past could not be amended, the future
might be improved. Henceforth the farm of the
various taxes was put up to public auction and al-
lotted to the highest bidder, instead of being sold as
a matter of favour at a low price. In this way and
by redeeming those taxes which had been assigned
as security for their interest to public creditors
1,800,000 livres were annually saved.

The abolition of numerous useless offices and
sinecures, although a breach of public faith, since
these had, for the most part, been bought with ready
money, was a measure which both benefited the
revenue and relieved the public from the vexatious
interference of men who sought to obtain an equiva-
lent for what they had paid by extortion, or by the
pleasure of indulging in the insolence of office,

The custom of entrusting important public func-
tions to those who could pay for the privilege of
exercising them had long prevailed in France. The
sale of judicial offices had survived the protests of
generations of reformers and the promises of succes-
sive kings. The judges had acquired a prescriptive
right to sell that which they had bought, and to re-